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1.0 Introduction

The DoD Space Test Program (STP) has established a strategic goal to increase the flexibility and reduce the cost of small satellites to complement similar efforts underway with small launch vehicles.  STP believes this can be achieved through the use of standardized interfaces both internal and external to the space vehicle.  As a first step in achieving this goal, STP seeks to procure small spacecraft with standardized payload-to-experiment interfaces.  These spacecraft must also be capable of launch from a variety of launch vehicles into a variety of orbits.   

2.0  Program Objectives

The overall objectives for this program are for STP to successfully place DoD R&D experiments into space and successfully accomplish all of their first year mission objectives.  While cost and schedule continue to be important, mission success will be given increased importance on this program relative to past STP missions.  In addition, STP’s specific objectives are to:

2.1 Develop a non-proprietary Standard Payload Interface for use by all experiments hosted on STP-SIV program spacecraft and available for future STP use.

2.2 Deploy at least one, and up to six, fully tested spacecraft, each hosting an STP-designated payload and for each space vehicle to complete one year on orbit while achieving its mission goals.

2.3 Demonstrate that the Standard Payload Interface results in a reduction of non-recurring costs.

2.4 Demonstrate the capability to procure more than one STP-SIV spacecraft simultaneously with staggered starts.
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